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Strong local libraries,

stronger Bahamian societie

The National Development
Plan: Vision 2040 pro-
vides a roadmap for the fu-
ture development of The Ba-
hamas, which focuses on the
economy, governance, social
policy and both the natural
and built environment. This
plan will guide government
investment over the next 25
years in partnership with
agencies such as the Inter-
American Development
Bank, The College of The Ba-
hamas and the Bahamas
Chamber of Commerce and
Employers’ Confederation.
Extensive research, analysis
and public consultation is
needed for the success of
this plan. Therefore, Bahami-
an libraries must do their
part to inform social policy
while helping to undergird
all four pillars.

The library’s role as the
great equalizer

As The Bahamas seeks to be-
come a more developed and
self-sufficient nation, there
has to existamong the Ba-
hamian people a deep need
for a stronger and more bal-
anced society. Deep down
there is a voice in each of us
that cries out to be treated
with respect, dignity and
equality. Some individuals

struggled and died for this
truth to be embraced by all
of us as a people. The late Sir
Lynden Pindling and others
shared this vision. He and
other great Bahamians be-

i lieved in a better Bahamas
i and that spirit must be kept
i alive in the hearts of all —

both young and old.

The Free National Move-
ment, under the leadership
of the former prime minis-
ter, Hubert A. Ingraham,

i had a vision for libraries,

i which it built from 1992 to
i 2002. The former prime

i minister also remarked in

i April 2011 during the open-
i ing ceremony of the Harry

C.Moore Library & Informa-
tion Centre that, “The great

promise of this center is the

utilization of cutting-edge

i technology to make access

to information and library
resources, particularly on
The Bahamas, easier and

i more direct for every island
i and community in The Ba-

hamas”. He also added,
“Some of the most innova-

tive websites today are a col- ;
i lection of contributions

i from others. Likewise, the

i great success of this library
i and information center

i must include the contribu-
i tions from others who will
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add to its collection of
print, photographic, audio-
visual and other material.”
Prime Minister Perry G.
Christie and his administra-
tion also believe that li-
braries support national
identity and development,

officially launched the The
National Development Plan

Moore Library at The Col-
lege of The Bahamas on

{ Monday, November 17, 2014.
i He called it “the most ap-

propriate place to launch
the process”. The prime

i minister also remarked “the
¢ plan calls for the collabora-
! tion among the govern-

i ment, private sector and

i civil society and focuses on
i developing a comprehen-

i sive and'publicly discussed
i long-term economic devel-
{ opment strategy. Itis a Na-

i tional Development Plan

i that'will guide govern-

i ment’s policy decisions over
i the next 25 years”.

! Libraries as a force for lit-
i eracy and socio-economic
i development

i Epictetus stated, “only the

i educated are free”. If this

! statementis true, thenitis
i thelibrary’s responsibility

i to help educate the masses
¢ that will never walk through :
i the doors of a college or uni- :
i versity. Libraries are more

i than collections of books —
i no matter the format. They
{ are community centers for
i the Bahamian people and
as demonstrated when they :
i theirdoors. They are the

i gateways to childhood and
- Vision 2040 at the Harry C. :
: i man’s university, and cen-

¢ economic development in
i ourarchipelago by making
i information available to

i help people develop job

i skills. They offer training,

i education and enrichment
i onmany subjects and help
i "to bridge technology and in
i formation gaps that exists
i in our Bahamian economy
i and society.

i quality of living and infra-

i structure of each communi-
i ty throughout The Bahamas
i Libraries can provide the av-
i enue for extricating people |
i from the deep depression of

others who walk through

adult literacy, the poor

ters for lifelong learning.
Everywhere there is a need
for information; a library in
some form exists to fill that
need. . )
Bahamian public, school,
special and academic li-
braries provide support for

Libraries are vital to the

i povertyand incomein-

equality. Libraries help to
create a stronger Bahamian

¢ society by serving as places
i tovisit others with similar

¢ interests, places where bril-
i liant minds come together
¢ tomake new discoveries,

i and expand their horizons.
: Many persons who met of-

i ten to discuss futuristic |

i goalsatlocal libraries have
i gone on to make consider-

; able contributions to the

i nation. Therefore, the im-

i portance of libraries and

i their transformative impact
i on their users cannot be

overstated.

: Asking all librarians axid

library personnel to join

i us...
i During February 25 and Feb-
¢ ruary 26, the Libraries & In-

i structional Media Services

: Departmentat The College

of The Bahamas will host its
annual symposium for li-
brarians and paraprofes;

i sionals under the theme; “Vi-
i sion 2040:National develop-
i ment and library transfor-

mation throughout The Ba-
hamas”. Visit this web page
http://cob-
bs.libguides.com/libsymp20

i 16 for more information.;



